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SUBJECT: LIBERATION ARMY DAILY SETS PRAISE FOR HUA AND APPEARS 
TO GIVE NOD TO HUA AS AN INDEPENDENT FACTOR IN PRC POLICIES 

1 . LIBERATION ARMY DAILY'S EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT ON NOVEMBER 
8 ISSUED AN ARTICLE IN PRAISE OF HUA KUO-FENG WHICH BOTH 
EMPHASIZES HIS CREDENTIAL AS THE PERSONALLY APPOINTED SUC- 
CESSOR TO CHAIRMAN MAO AND SINGLES HIM OUT AS A CAPABLE LEADER 
IN HIS OWN RIGHT. GOING BEYOND THE STANDARD PRAISE GIVEN TO 
HUA EITHER AS MAO'S PERSONAL CHOICE FOR THE OFFICE OF CHAIR- 
MAN OR AS THE MAN WHO ACTED WITH THE PARTY CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
TO OUTS THE "GANG OF FOUR" AT THE CRITICAL MOMENT, THE PLA'S 
CHIEF ORGAN PLAYS UP HUA AS AN INDEPENDENT ACTOR, WELL-TRAINED 
AND TESTED BY EVENTS. HE IS "LOYAL TO "MARIXISM-LENINISM-MAO 
THOUGHT" "SKILLED AT" INTEGRATING THEORY AND PRATICE, AND 
"FIRM COMPLEMENTING MAO'S LINE, PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES. 
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"PLANS" WHICH THE "GANG OF FOUR" OPPOSED AND WHICH MAO APPROVED 
DURING THE PEIOD OF THE CRITICISM OF TENG AND THE RIGHT DEVIA- 
TIONS WIND. 

2. THE ARTICLE ANOINTS HUA WITH A NUMBER OF OTHER COMMENDABLE 
QUALITITES— "LOYAL TO THE PARTY, SELFLESS, OPEN AND STAIGTHFOR- 
WARD, MODEST AND PRUDENT" WHICH APPEAR TO MAKR HIM AS THE 
IDEAL MAN TO FIT THE MAOIST MOLD. OTHER QUALITIES DESCRIBED 
ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE ATTRIBUTED TO PREMIER CHOU IN TENG'S 
EULOGY SPEECH (NCNA JANUARY 15) THE EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT ARTICLE 
ALSO REFERS TO HUA'S BACKGROUND COMMENTING, IN TERMS SIMILAR 

TO A QUESTION ATTRIBUTED TO MAO (MING PAO NOVEMBER 2), ABOUT 
HUA S EXPERIENCE AT PREFECTURE, PROVINCE AND CENTER LEVELS. 

THUS EVEN WHILE IT IMPLIES MAO ALSO PICKED HUA BECAUSE OF MAO'S 
OPPOSITION TO THE "GANG OF FOUR", THE ARTICLE IS CONCERNED TO 
SHOW HUA AS A MAN OF TALENTS. 

3. WITH THE REGULAR CENTER MEDIA ORGANS SOMEWHAT A CLOUD, 
BECAUSE OF THEIR SUPPOSED MANIPULATION BY THE "GANG OF 
FOUR" AND PARTICULARLY YAO WEN- YU AN, THE PLA ORGAN OBVIOUSLY 
SERVES AS A VEHICLE FOR THE CENTER TO EMPHASIZE THE QUALITIES 
OF ITS NEW LEADER. IT IS NEVERTHLESS, STRIKING THAT ONCE AGAIN 
THE PLA APPEARS TO BE TAKING THE LEADING ROLE IN BACKING 

HUA. QUITE DISTINCT FROM THE EARLIER EMPHASIS ON HIS JUST 
BEING CHOSEN BY MAO, THE NEW PRAISE FOR HUA SUGGESTS THAT WE 
WILL SHORTLY BE SEEING MORE OF HUA THE ACTOR AND DOER, ON THE 
PEKING STAGE RATHER THAN 

SIMPLY THE IMAGE OF A MAN WHO MAO FELT COULD BEST HOLD THINGS 
TOGEATHER. 
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